Breath-methane in patients with cancer of the large bowel.
In 30 patients with cancer of the large bowel, 24 (80%) had detectable levels of methane in their breath, compared with 25 (39%) of 64 patients with non-malignant large-bowel disease and 83 (40%) of 208 subjects without large-bowel disease. These findings suggest that there may be a difference in anaerobic intestinal flora between patients with cancer of the large bowel and those without the disease. This difference may antedate the development of the tumour or, alternatively, result from the tumour.